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provided, for the first time it is believed, a complete collection of the texts, manuscript and printed, which are really relevant to the English voyages from 1497 to 1536, preceded by a selection illustrating the geographical knowledge of the fifteenth century. For their benefit also are included the dates of discovery of the various pieces of evidence, and indications of the views of others from which the present editor feels compelled to dissent. For the beginners in historical research in general the Cabot material offers an unrivalled field of training. The evidence is sufficiently limited in bulk to be fully set forth in one volume. It represents every category, from the first-class unconscious testimony of administrative documents to the interested claims of actors and propagandists, the disinterested reports of onlookers, the muddled statements of earnest but ill-informed students, and the mere chaff of third-hand hearsay and irresponsible theory, from which nevertheless some grains of truth may be extracted. Few other passages of English history offer so compact a practice-ground in the art and science of research. Those whose experience is limited to the selection of evidence from the vast and enervating fields of nineteenth-century material will find when they tackle the early voyages that they must exercise faculties they have barely dreamed of using hitherto.
This book owes much to the labours of others, and in particular of Dr H. P. Biggar, whose Precursors of Jacques Cartier, 1497-1534, has been freely drawn upon for its revised versions of many texts, and who has generously allowed the use of his additional transcripts from early authorities. The inclusion of the extracts printed on pp. 108-11, which were first published only in the present year, is due to the courtesy of Miss I. A. Wright and the Council of the Hakluyt Society. The sources from which other published documents are drawn will be found acknowledged at the conclusion of the several extracts. The line maps have been carefully drawn by Miss G. Heath from sketches or photographs of the originals. Miss E. G, R. Taylor, of Birkbeck College, has been kind enough to read the whole of the manuscript and to offer invaluable suggestions and corrections on the interpretation of maps and of early geographical ideas. Finally the author must express his great indebtedness to his colleague, Mr P. G. Wilson, whose knowledge of languages has provided translations of many foreign writings and elucidations of many difficult points.